Newspaper Clips

June 21, 2016

Times of India ND 21.06.2016 P-15




HIGHER EDUCATION

Mint ND 21.06.2016 P-06

Reforms panel bats for financial
autonomy at elite institutions

By PrasnantT K. NANDA
prashant.n@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

In 2014, there was a debate on
whether two shortlisted “for-
eigners” should be paid more
than the stipulated salary for
heading two top B-schools in
India—the Indian Institutes of
Management in Ahmedabad
and Bengaluru (IIM-A and
IIM-B).

The two persons were Ashish
Nanda from Harvard Law School
and Sushil Vachani from Boston
University. After the boards of
both institutions held talks with
the Union government, an
agreement was reached. Both
joined as directors at IIM-A and
IIM-B respectively. But nobody
except the government and their
boards knows exactly how much
they were offered in salary.

Coincidentally, both I1IM-A
and IIM-B opposed a controver-
sial ITM Bill in 2015 which,
among other things, wanted to
vest more power in the hands of
the government and restrict the
autonomy of educational institu-
tions.

Things seem to be changing
now, and a government panel
led by former cabinet secretary
T.S.R. Subramanian has recom-
mended that top-rated educa-
tional institutions in India be
given greater autonomy includ-
ing the freedom to fix salaries of
their staff—a break from the
controlled pay structure decided
by bureaucrats sitting in New
Delhi or in state capitals.

The panel was set up to make
recommendations that would
pave the way for new education

policy after a gap of nearly three
decades.

The Subramanian committee
has recommended that financial
autonomy of institutions be
linked to their performance,
according to a new accreditation
system for higher educational
institutions that it suggests. Tt
says the institutions will be
ranked based on an “objective
examination” and awarded
grades from A at the highest
level to G at the lowest level.

The institutions assessed at
the lowest level would be served
notice for immediate closure.
Those on the level just above
shall be warned to improve their
position or face

talent,” the professor said.

“Nobody is suggesting auton-
omy without responsibility, but
authorities need to realize that
top institutions are at that level
because they are responsible
and conscious,” he said.

As India lacks enough “higher
education institutions of quality’)
the committee has suggested
that over the next decade at least
“100 new centres of excellence in
the field of higher education
need to be established”.

And these institutions should
be provided enough auton-
omy—both academic and finan-
cial—to manage all aspects of
their operations. “A climate

needs to be

closure. created to facil-

“On the Recommendations itate establish-
upper end of ment of 100
the scale... the include the setting such institu-
institutions... 5 S tions in both
would have up Of 100 new private and

total autonomy
in all respects,
including fixing
faculty salaries,

centres of excellence
in the next decade

public sectors
over the next 10
years. This may
include brand

fee structure,

new institu-

entering into collaborations,
etc,” recommended the commit-
tee in its report to the human
resource development ministry.

An Indian Institute of Tech-
nology (IIT) professor, who
declined to be named, said IITs,
1IMs and some leading universi-
ties have had “differences” with
the government on the issue for
the last few years.

“The report, if accepted, will
be a huge relief for the top insti-
tutions in terms of achieving
financial autonomy and paying a
differential salary structure like
corporates for attracting quality

tions, as well as existing institu-
tions upgrading themselves to
levels of excellence. To achieve
this, a liberal and supportive reg-
ulatory environment will need to
be put in place,” it said.
Underlining that funds are
vital for establishing quality
institutions, the committee sug-
gests that private institutions
coming up with definite plans be
given a free hand. “If a sponsor
is willing to invest, say 1,000
crore over a five-year period and
the proposal is accompanied by
a broad credible plan of action,
full autonomy should be offered
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for choice of subjects, location,
pedagogy, recruitment of faculty
from India or abroad as well as
freedom to fix tuition fees,” it
said.

However, such ventures
should have a provision that
over a five-year period, they will
undergo “careful scrutiny by the
official accreditation/evaluation
agency”

“The institution needs to fig-
ure in the highest quality
bracket; failing which the
approval is subject to be with-
drawn. Subject to this stipula-
tion, these new initiatives should
be totally free from any regula-
tion from national or state agen-
cies, except the obligation to
accept a state-sponsored student
quota, based on a formula stipu-
lated elsewhere,” said the report,
a copy of which has been
reviewed by Mint.

The Subramanian panel
report suggests that the institu-
tions of excellence could be
established as Section 8 compa-
nies under the Companies Act.
Section 8 companies are not-for-
profit in nature and are regis-
tered under the ministry of cor-
porate affairs. Trusts and socie-
ties are registered under state
government regulations. A Sec-
tion 8 company also has higher
credibility among donors, gov-
ernment departments and other
stakeholders.

It suggests that a Council of
Excellence needs to be estab-
lished for fostering excellence in
identified institutions. “The
guiding principle would be
excellence, coupled with no
interference in the management
of these institutions, along with
full autonomy to each institution
to chart its own way forward.”

The committee suggests that
the evaluation of such institu-
tions be made stringent, but
there will be “considerable flexi-
bility in the approach in order to
respect the academic freedom of
the assessed institution”
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Hyd, Where Angels No
More Fear to Tread

Varsha.Bansal
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Startups in Hydera-
bad are seeing an uptick in funding
as investors return to the city after a
hiatus caused in part by the political
instability in the region.

According to Tracxn, which col-
lects data on the Indian startup in-
dustry, 25 Hyderabad-based ventures
have been funded so far this year,
compared to 20 during the same ti-
meperiod last yearandthelistis on-
ly gettinglonger.

NowFloats, a software-as-a-servi-
ce (SaaS) startup, is close toraising
Series-B funds, confirmed Jasmin-
der Singh Gulati, its cofounder;, wit-
houtrevealing moredetails.

Endiva Partners, an early-stage
venture capital fund hascommitted
toinvestingan undisclosed amount
intwostart-upshere—aSaaS anda
digital health company — making
this their first investment in star-
tups from the city. Their previous
investments have been in compani-
es from Bengaluru and Gurugram.

Sateesh Andra, managing direc-
tor of Endiya Partners, attributes
this increase in investment activity
to a healthy startup ecosystem
which is slowly being built in Hyde-
rabad.

“The universities here — ISB, 1I-
IT-H, BITS —academic infrastructu-
re, R&D centres, MNCs, T-Hub, cer-
tain angel investors active in the city;
and folks like us — a combination of
all this presents a very healthy eco-
system,” said Andra. “We will see
more and more of these startups get-
tingfunded and growing big.”

MyDentistChoice, a B2B ecommer-
ce startup, received angel funding of
$150,000 two months ago and hopes to
raise Series funding by theendofthis
year. “Visibility for Hyderabad star-
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Indian Iris Gets
Seed Fund

Ahmedabad: The
e Indian Iris, a policy
A8 researchand
consultingstartup

focused on analysingand
simplifying government
policies and schemes, has
raised an undisclosed amount
as seed fund from Ahmed-
abad-based investment firm
Timbru Ventures, reports
Vishal Dutta. The startup
was founded last year by
alumni of II'T-Roorkee, ITM-
Ahmedabad, IIM-Bangalore
and ITII'T-Bangalore along with
support from the Centrefor
Innovation Incubation and
Entrepreneurship (CIIE) at
IIM Ahmedabad.

tups is growing for sure, and we see a
lot people approaching us for next-le-
vel funding,” said Siva Prasad, cofo-
under of MyDentistChoice.

Aruna Reddy from the Indian Scho-
ol of Business agreesthattheecosys-
tem inthecityisbecomingmorestar-
tup-friendly; but she worries that as
more startups comeup, the first-time
failurerate could discourage thenew
entrepreneurs.
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Odisha Govtto
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bear expenses

of 3poor
students

BHUBANESWAR, PTI: Odisha
government on Monday an-
nounced to bear all expenses
towards study and boarding of
three poor students who re-
cently cracked All India En-
trance Tests.

“I congratulate them for
achieving such feat despite fi-
nancial hurdles. The state gov-
ernment will bear the expenses
incurred towards study and
boarding during their course
period,” Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik said after felicitating
the trio.

Patnaik also handed over
one laptop each to Narayan
Mallik from Bhanjanagar in
Ganjam district who cracked
the AIIMS entrance and Ra-
janikant Nayak and Kailash
Chandra Bhakta who cleared
the IIT-JEE examination this
year.

Narayan Mallik secured 13th
position in the AIIMS entrance
inthe Scheduled Tribe (ST) cat-
egory, while Rajanikant Nayak
from Denua village under
Baruan block of Mayurbhanj
district secured all-India ST
rank of 245 in the [IT-JEE.

Kailash Chandra Bhakta,
hailing from Dahibhata village
of Nabarangpur district, has se-
cured arankof 1,114 among the
tribal candidates.
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21 students of RailTel's CSR Akansha
Super 30 crack JEE Mains

It was a proud moment for RailTel
when 21 students of its CSR initia-
tive Akansha Super 30, Dehradun
made it to JEE Mains for admission
to 11T, NI'T= the premier league and
other Govt engineering colleges of
India. Seven students have made
it to 1T (Adv) whereas remaining
would make it to NIT and other
eovernment engineering colleges.
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Seat allotment for 11'Ts on June 30
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/Seat-allotment-for-1ITs-on-June-30/articleshow/52844479.cms

Kanpur: The students who had successfully cleared the Joint Entrance Exam (JEE-Advanced) will be informed about their
seat allotment on June 30. On this date, the IITs will be alloted to them for pursuing BTech course in a particular branch
such as computer science, electrical engineering, mechanical engineering etc.

This year 10,575 seats in 23 IITs would be filled through online counselling which is expected to begin from June 24. The
results of JEE Mains will be declared on June 23. The marks obtained by students in the board exam and JEE Mains would
be the selection criterion for admission in the IITs. As the results of JEE Mains will be declared on June 23, the work of
online choice of BTech course and the particular [IT will commence from June 24. The last date of giving online choice is
June 28.

The students, who get their seats alloted in the first round, will have to deposit the admission fees between July 1 and July
5.

A new CO {-2} sensor that can fit into a cellphone
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-karnataka/a-new-co-2-sensor-that-can-fit-into-a-
cellphone/article8753589.ece

Imagine this scenario: you pull out your smartphone and tell your colleague, “Hey, the CO{-2}levels are pretty high today,”
the way you would discuss the weather. This would be possible if a group of scientists from Indian Institute of Science
(11Sc) are successful in producing a low-cost sensor to detect carbon dioxide at levels as low as 400 ppm.

While conventional metal oxide semiconductor gas sensors can detect CO{-2}in the higher range (1,000 ppm), at lower
levels optical sensors based on absorption spectroscopy were required, which were not suited for mass production due
to their size. However, the sensor developed by Navakanta Bhat and his team uses metal oxides similar to semi-
conductors, thus greatly reducing size and cost.

“Unlike conventional gas sensors (based on optical spectroscopy), which tend to be bulky and expensive, our CO{-2}sensor
is based on metal-oxide semiconductor technology. Analogous to silicon semiconductor chips, which are amenable to
miniaturisation, and hence extensively used in all electronics gadgets today, metal oxide semiconductor based gas sensors
can also be miniaturised, thus resulting in low cost and high performance sensors,” says Dr. Bhat.

These can be deployed at every traffic intersection in a city like Bengaluru. Their size allows for them to be integrated into
cell phones. “It would be substantially cheaper than optical sensors for the same sensitivity,” said Prof. Bhat, adding that
if produced in a large quantity, each sensor could cost about Rs. 100. For now, they are still lab prototypes. The team is
working on a proposal to present the prototype before the State government.
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